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Outgoing Chair’s Report - Yvonne Murphy
2020 – well it was an eye-opener. This time last
year I wrote my Connect article knowing that we
were heading for a “bumpy ride” following the
first Global Climate Strike day, awaiting the 2019
UK General Election results and the UK leaving
the EU. We couldn’t have foreseen events that
changed our lives so dramatically
My first six months as Chair were marked
by many successful engagements including
meetings, advisory groups, committees, the
Engineering Team Challenge (ETC) at the
Principality Stadium, representing ICE on debate
panels for Interinstitutional events, chairing
our lectures at the Trevithick, and hosting
our Business Breakfasts. I represented ICE at
the launch of the NICW report and Bridge
Building at the Senedd, met our QUEST scholars
and Fellows, and led careers talks as a STEM
Ambassador. I supported our professional review
candidates as a Reviewer and with their written
exercise sessions and also represented the Irish
abroad for the Irish Consul in Wales St Brigid’s
Day Celebrations.
Since Covid19 lockdown in March we were
forced to radically change ways of working. I
was impressed that Keith’s ICE Wales Cymru
team were working from home at full speed in
a matter of days and the shift to digital resulted
in our events being readily accessible to all
members. Recording a telecon is certainly much

easier, more inclusive and cost effective for
attendees and host organisations.
Since March I have dialled into more meetings
than ever before and enjoyed seeing familiar
faces, proving that even though we are “socially
distant” we can be virtually together. For the
first time we hosted the ICE President’s visits
to North and South Wales and our National
Flooding Conference online. We are currently
finalising our annual Awards video for launch in
December 2020. Nothing has been cancelled, it
has just been adapted to meet the needs of our
members today.
Reflecting on the theme I selected for my year as
Chair, I am concerned that mentoring and skills
will suffer from working remotely long term.
We need to learn from others to continuously
improve and innovate or we are doomed to the
definition of insanity “doing the same thing over
and over again but expecting different results.”
An investment advisor I met recently imparted
his analogy for the work from home situation
– “culture is like muscle memory, it can only
go so long without needing to be refreshed/
reinvigorated, teams need to work together
to build culture and trust and the office is the
place to do it, even if it is reduced to a day per
week”. Thus, don’t throw out all your suits yet,
we’ll need you back! In the meantime, please
reach out to colleagues and friends that may

be struggling, as working remotely, worrying
about furloughs, redundancy, childcare and preexisting conditions is very stressful. You don’t
know how valuable a simple “How are you?”
could be.
Construction workers are essential workers and
it is essential we look after ourselves. Please
take all available opportunities to engage with
your friends at ICE and remember that the ICE
Benevolent Fund charity is always there should
you or your dependents need it.
As Darwin observed “it is not the strongest
of the species that survives, nor the most
intelligent, but the one most responsive to
change”. I am pleased to report, that ICE Wales
Cymru is not just surviving it is thriving.
Keep well and thank you for your continued
support.

Yvonne Murphy

ice.org.uk
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Chairs Apprentice Report - Jessica Dunn
Working with Yvonne Murphy as her Apprentice
over the last year has been fantastic, and certainly
one I won’t forget. While the second half of the
year wasn’t quite what we had in mind, I have still
been able to engage in many different activities
and I have learnt more than I ever expected.
I have not only learnt about ICE as an institution,
but also its history, daily operations and
organisational structure. I have learned about
its influence as a global institution, and the
importance of the ICE in the engineering world,
particularly in infrastructure and education.
I have attended many lectures, business
breakfasts and enjoyed webinars with incredible
industry influencing guest speakers.. I have also

attended conference events (Wales National
Transport Conference and Cymru Flooding
Conference), meetings with politicians, the
presidents inauguration where I met the
current and past presidents at One Great
George Street, also receiving a first class
tour of the building by Keith Jones. I have
participated in regular committee meetings
where I have been able to contribute to help
promote the ICE. I have also supported local
STEMM events in secondary schools and the
Bridge to Schools event at the Senedd.
Overall, my year as Chair’s Apprentice has
given me a wide range of experiences and
opportunities, improved my knowledge of the
ICE and supported me with my progression

Jess Dunn

towards becoming a Chartered Engineer. I am
delighted to be able to continue in the role for
the forthcoming year to help the ICE promote
Civil Engineering as an inclusive profession for all.
Jess Dunn

About Associate Membership of ICE (AMICE)
The Institution of Civil Engineers is the world’s
oldest professional engineering institution,
founded in 1818. ICE Wales Cymru runs a
selection of events through the year including
knowledge sharing, professional, technical and
social events, from Conferences on major issues
such as flooding or transport, our Awards Dinner
and the Young Professionals Annual Summer
Ball – not to mention the hugely informative
breakfast or dinner business meetings.

Our aim is to promote engagement within
the infrastructure sector, such as architects,
surveyors or legal and financial professionals,
who may attend these events and already have
close working relationships with civil engineers,
but who have no formal status within ICE.

■ D
 esignatory

The Associate Membership of the Institution
of Civil Engineers was formed to promote
formal association between these infrastructure
professionals and ICE with benefits including:

■

Your Wales Support Team
General / Fellowship

Keith Jones, Director

keith.jones@ice.org.uk

General enquiries/events

Felicity White

felicity.white@ice.org.uk

Regional Co-ordinator Wales

Anne Denning

anne.denning@ice.org.uk

Marcomms Executive Wales

Belinda Thomas

wales.temp@ice.org.uk

Membership Manager

Michelle Cockburn

michelle.cockburn@ice.org.uk

Membership Co-ordinator

Paul Hunt

paul.hunt@ice.org.uk

Membership South Wales

Kate Darlington

kate.darlington@ice.org.uk

Membership North Wales

Steve Wintle

steve.wintle@ice.org.uk

Membership South West Wales

Suzanne Willis

suzanne.willis@ice.org.uk

Your Membership Team

letters after your name (AMICE)
opportunities at ICE events
D
 iscounts on training, events, magazines and
publications
F ree Regional events and online lectures
A
 ccess to our unrivalled libraries in person or
online
A
 sk Brunel – our free civil engineering
question answering service
O
 ne Great George Street member facilities
including discounted room hire

■ N
 etworking
■
■
■

■

AMICE is also available to those with or as part
of a wider team who have no formal or technical
qualifications but have worked in the sector for
at least five years.
If you know of, or work with anybody who
would benefit from AMICE membership
please invite them to join our professional
community by contacting Keith Jones for further
information, email address:
keith.jones@ice.org.uk

Congratulations…
Tina Catlin FICE
Paul R Davies CEng FICE
Clare Gallagher CEng FICE
Gavin Harris CEng FICE
Leigh Jones CEng FICE
Michael J Jones FICE
Paul R Jones CEng FICE
Taliesin Maynard CEng FICE
Neil Mogford CEng FICE
Gheorghe Nicoara CEng FICE

Michael J O’Neill CEng FICE
Michael Steward CEng FICE
Darren Thomas CEng FICE
Andrew Williams CEng FICE
Arron Causson CEng MICE
Michelle Davies CEng MICE
Rachael Pui Yeen Ng CEng MICE
Ben Pullen CEng MICE
Chris Seddon CEng MICE
Laurence Sutton CEng MICE

Robyn Tanner CEng MICE
Aodhan Teague CEng MICE
Matthew Trotman CEng MICE
Owen Dawes IEng MICE
Jessica Green IEng MICE
Jason J Hutchings IEng MICE
Dafydd Jones IEng MICE
Lydia Widdicks IEng MICE
Paul Jones AMICE
Steven Richard Pearce AMICE

Felicity White AMICE
Christopher David Tomkinson
AMICE
Paul Hamson AMICE
Dafydd Evans AMICE
Christian Chambers AMICE
Corris Huw Edwards AMICE
Garyn Major AMICE
Gareth Bartlett AMICE

3

Director’s report

Obituary:
Robert Brian Daimond, (Bob) 1946 - 2019
B.Sc., C.Eng., C.Env., FICE, FCIHT.

I think the main message that will resonate through
this digital version of our Annual magazine will
be that it is a changed difficult world. My first
message is of course that I hope you and all your
families, colleagues and friends are safe and well,
For those of you (like me) who have gone through
the trauma of Covid, I hope you are now well and
recovered.
The year started so well with us looking forward to
another successful year full of events, conferences,
and workshops.
Overnight in March it all changed…
All staff in ICE across the world worked from home
– we had business continuity plans in readiness and
the transition at ICE Wales Cymru was seamless.
We instigated a virtual series of Webinars, turning
the face-to-face events to very successful virtual
events. The reach was amazingly wide, and we are
recording fantastic numbers of attendees at our
events. Over 50 ICE Wales Cymru events will have
been held since lockdown. Our star event being the
first Virtual Flooding Conference, attracting some
800 delegates from around the word. Keynote
addresses by Lesley Griffiths MS – Minister for
Environment, Energy and Rural Affairs and Clare
Pillman, CEO Natural Resources Wales plus a
programme of other excellent speakers.
We have transitioned to a new world, our
engagement with the Welsh Government
continues, an excellent Ministerial address by
Julie James MS, featured in September. We are
continuing our engagement with the National

Keith Jones

Infrastructure Commission for Wales, giving
evidence on their selected topics and holding
events with them.
We have formed alliances with other infrastructure
and environment institutions in Wales – the Welsh
Infrastructure Alliance and the Built Environment
Alliance; working together is key to success.
I would like to thank all our presenters, sponsors
and members of ICE in Wales for their (continuing)
support and engagement, thank you.
It has been a difficult time but Your Regional /
Devolved Country Support Team of myself, Felicity
White, Anne Denning and Belinda Thomas will
continue to be there to support you going into
2021 and beyond.
Warm regards,
Keith
Keith Jones

Bridging the Gap
Gender Imbalance in the Construction Industry
In January 30th we held a Bridge to Schools event in
the iconic Senedd building in Cardiff Bay, sponsored
by Jane Hutt, Chief Whip, Deputy Minister and
Assembly Member. The aim was to highlight
the gender imbalance within our industry, and to
promote Civil Engineering as a career for women.
In 2020 the representation of women in the civil
engineering workplace is still only 17% and we
recognise that we need to address this imbalance.
The Deputy Minister spoke about the need for
inclusivity and the abundance of natural talent
that is not being utilised to the assembled school
children and teachers from Romilly Primary School
in Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. For this one day in
the Senedd the imbalance was reversed, as the
volunteers headed by this year’s ICE Cymru Wales
Chair Yvonne Murphy were five young women
engineers and one young male engineer, all of

whom took the stage and spoke individually about
their experiences, successes and inspiration.

Robert Brian Daimond (Bob) was born in Kent,
raised in Wolverhamptonand and studied Civil
Engineering at the University of Dundee. He
spent six years at Staffordshire County Council
then moved to North Wales in 1974 working
for Gwynedd County Council, progressing to
become Director of Highways in 1992. He retired
in 2003 becoming an independent consultant
and an adviser to the Welsh Local Government
Association, the North Wales Unitary Authorities
Transport Consortium (TAITH) and Co Chair
of the County Surveyors Society and National
Park Officers Group, as well as Commons Select
Committees, National Assembly Committee.s
Bob’s achievements were many and he
immersed himself in the culture of Wales, a
fluent Welsh speaker he was an inspiration to all,
and was the driving force behind the creation
of the Menai Bridge Community Heritage Trust,
and maintaining the museum at the Canolfan
Thomas Telford.
Bob published his book “The Menai Suspension
Bridge: The first 200 years” in August 2019
coinciding with the 200th anniversary of the first
stone to be laid for the bridge built by Thomas
Telford.
He was nominated and admitted to the Gorsedd
y Beirdd at the 2017 Eisteddfod on Anglesey for
services to the Welsh Language and Engineering
- an incredibly important cultural achievement.
Receiving a life changing health diagnosis in
late 2019, Bob sadly passed away on February
19th 2020 in the company of his loving wife,
Rosemary and his children. Bob Daimond will
forever have a place in our hearts and in the
industry which he loved and gave so much
to, we are much the poorer without him
and forever grateful for his hard work and
dedication.

The children then set about building the 15
metre ICE Wales Cymru Bridge for Schools, which
replicates the construction of the Prince of Wales
Bridge over the River Severn. There was great
excitement amongst the children with high levels of
engagement from girls and boys alike, and under
the volunteers’ watchful eyes the construction was
completed in quick time, the delighted children
were then able to walk across the bridge which
stretched the length of the Senedd foyer.
The Bridge for Schools is a hugely successful ICE
project and a very inclusive and worthwhile event,
for volunteers and children alike. The levels of
engagement from children of all abilities are
extremely high, it is not uncommon to hear the

words “I want to be an Engineer” after the activity,
and if only a few of those are inspired to choose
Civil Engineering as a career we have achieved our
aim.
Anne Denning
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ICE Wales Cymru Awards 2020

As I write this introduction to our annual ICE
Wales Cymru Awards 2020, I reflected on this
extraordinary year. We have had flooding and
storms of epic proportions, heatwaves, viral
disease and long periods of enforced lockdown.
However, what impresses me most is the
resilience of the human spirit, how the majority
of people have faced these problems adapting
to life in the new “norm”, and the overwhelming
support shown for our NHS.
As a nation the speed in which companies
adapted to working from home was amazing
and credit must be given to hard-pressed IT
departments. At ICE the mobilisation was
almost immediate, and praise is deserved for
the seamless transition to continue providing a
service to you – our members.
All our knowledge events were transferred to
online format, massively increasing attendance
as local events became global, Awards
ceremonies had to become “virtual”, and as
it became obvious that restrictions and social
distancing were here long term, ICE Wales
Cymru followed suit.
A massive thank you to the “People” Awards
judging panels and our “Projects” judges John
Mather, John Evans and Jarmila Davies for rising
to the challenge admirably, thank you to our
sponsors for ICE Wales Cymru Awards 2020
- Alun Griffiths (Contractors) Ltd, Symmons
Madge Associates, SWIEET and Ocuair. Thanks
also to Drake AV for creating the virtual Awards
video at such short notice and most of all
congratulations to all the projects entered and all
our winners.

I sincerely hope we are able to resume our
prestigious event in person next year, and
restrictions permitting, we will be waiting to
welcome you to the iconic Millennium Stadium
for a gala Awards evening on June 11th 2021.
Keith, Felicity, Karyn, Belinda and myself extend
our best wishes to all our ICE Wales Cymru
members and hope that 2021 will be happier,
healthier, more successful and more prosperous
for you all.

People Awards Results
STEMM Ambassador of the Year
Alex Prance of STANTEC
Alex has been a very pro-active STEMM
Ambassador for ICE and has participated in
many face to face and virtual meetings, events
in schools and participated in creating a STEMM
Masterclass to broadcast in conjunction with
“See Science”.

Apprentice of the Year sponsored
by SWIEET
Lauren Willacott of Alun Griffiths
(Contractors) Ltd
Lauren has demonstrated commitment, ability
and active participation in ICE events. This year
it was a very close competition withal entries
achieving high standards.

Paterson Prize
Adam Howells of Cleveland Bridge
Adam was the winner in a very close
competition for this prestigious Award. He faced
tough competition with very narrow margins
between the top placed candidates.

Ben Barr Award Sponsored by
Symmons Madge Associates
Technician Engineer Russ Richards of Alun
Griffiths (Contractors) Ltd
Incorporated Engineer Adam Howells of
Cleveland Bridge
Chartered Engineer Matt Brooks of Pebble
Engineering
Again, entries were of a very high standard and
our judges had to make difficult decisions in
deciding the winners.
Well done to all of our People Awards winners,
you have achieved excellent standards and
demonstrated great commitment in what
has been a very difficult year for everybody.
Congratulations are extended to all of you
and we wish you all success in your future
endeavours.
Anne Denning
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Project Awards Results
Chair’s Special Award
Winner
Project
Client
Key Design

Costain
J28 M4 Improvements
Welsh Government
Arup

Other Key Organisations WSP

Awarded by the judges for a project
demonstrating exceptional skill and expertise
or making an exceptional contribution to the
profession

Designed in Wales Award
Winner
Project
Client
Key Design

Cass Hayward
E Midlands Gateway Bridge
SEGRO		
Cass Hayward

Other Key Organisations HA Goddard &
Sons;Buckingham Group

Awarded to projects designed in Wales and
constructed elsewhere in the UK or overseas

Bill Ward Sustainability Award
Winner
Project

Client

Alun Griffiths 		
(Contractors)Ltd
Rebuiding and Future
Proofing Conwy Valley
Railway
Network Rail

Other Key Organisations Transport for Wales

This is for a project best demonstrating the
principles of sustainability ie social, economic
and environmental benefits during delivery and
completion

Alun Griffiths Award for
Community Engagement
Winner
Project
Client

YGC
Llanberis Flood Alleviation
Scheme
Highways Gwynedd

Other Key Organisations Alun Griffiths
(Contractors) Ltd

Awarded to the organisation or project which
best demonstrates engagement and benefit
to the community during planning and
construction.

Roy Edwards Award
Winner
Project
Client
Design

Mott Macdonald
Pen y Bont Waste Water
Treatment Scheme
Dwr Cymru
Mott Macdonald

Other Key Organisations Mott Macdonald Bentley

Awarded to a civil engineering project
demonstrating excellence in concept, planning,
design, contract management and construction
with a final budget of less than £5 million

George Gibby Award
Winner

Alun Griffiths (Contractors)
Ltd
Project
St Athan Northern Access
Road
Client
Welsh Government
Key Contractors Alun Griffiths
Key Design
Burroughs
Eng Project
Management
AECOM
Other Key Organisations TACP

Awarded to a civil engineering project
demonstrating excellence in concept, planning,
design, contract management and construction
with a final budget in excess of £5 million
Congratulations to all our “Project Award
“ winners and thank you to all of you who
submitted such excellent and worthwhile
projects, it is a testament to the commitment
and resilience of the civil engineering industry
in Wales. ICE Wales Cymru would like to extend
our best wishes to all of you and sincerely hope
that we will see as many worthwhile projects
entered into the Awards for 2021, when we
hope we will be able to revert to our gala
celebration on June 11th at the Principality
Stadium.
Anne Denning
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ICE Wales Cymru Photo Competition 2020

This year due to social distancing restrictions, we
were unable to hold our annual public exhibition.
We decided to continue with the competition
by changing the criteria for the entries and
holding a public vote online competition. Due
to the pandemic we opened the competition to
include photographs which had been taken at
any time in the past, anywhere in the world or
the UK which celebrated civil engineering. There
was a public vote for the overall winners but
there were also categories for “Welsh Engineer
Abroad” and a “Heritage prize – the latter
categories being judged by a panel of judges via
a digital platform.
We had a tremendous response with people
sending their national and international entries
and it was gratifying to see a good proportion
of entries relating to sustainability. Entries were
varied and of a very high standard and we were
encouraged that there were also entries from
our overseas membership.
The winners of the online voting
competition were:
1st place The First Spot of Project 		
by Lai Wing Cheong

Joint 2nd Sydney Harbour Bridge by Jack
James and Hong Kong Zhuhai Macau Bridge
by Lai Wing Cheong
The Heritage Prize was as follows:
1st place Dawlish Perfect Morning 		
by Matthew Hartley
Runner Up Iron Bridge by Neil Reynolds
The Welsh Engineer Abroad result was:
1st place High Island Reservoir HK by Martin
Hayes
Runner up Hohenzollerbrucke and Kolner
Dam by Jack James
Also commended were:
Clifton Suspension Bridge from a hot air
balloon by Colin Jones
Technicolour Transit by John Mather
Paused in Time by Lorraine Evans
Ironbridge Power Station by Nick Ashby
Britannia Bridge Examination by Robert
Knapman

We would like to extend our thanks to
everybody who contributed to make this year’s
competition possible and congratulate all of our
winners. ICE Wales Cymru sincerely hope that
next year we will be able to build on this year’s
success in a face to face environment, however,
if this is not possible we know we can continue
the competition “virtually” with great success.
Keith Jones, Director ICE Wales Cymru, said:
“Prior to the Coronavirus pandemic we have
always exhibited at established galleries in
Cardiff so this year was a little different having
to adapt to the situation and holding our first
digital exhibition, extending the parameters
to beyond Wales. We were pleased to receive
images, for the first time, from civil engineers
who are working or who have worked across
the globe. The exhibition illustrates the wide
variety and different aspects of the global civil
engineering industry.
“We are so grateful to one of our Members
and Vice Chair, Peter Burns of Arup, who has
continued to co-ordinate this competition
annually as well as the professional
photographer judge Mark
Lewis.”
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Panel for Historical
Engineering (PHEW)

Ground Engineering Group
(GEG)

In March all events were postponed
alongside the 2020 plaques, including a
commemoration of Matthew Digby Wyatt
(1820–1877), best known for his collaboration
with Brunel on Paddington Station, who is
buried in Usk.

GEG continued 2020 activities, in challenging
times. As a special interest group focussed
on geotechnical aspects of engineering,
we provide opportunities for engineering
discussion and knowledge sharing.

ICE’s listed Historical Engineering Works the
Berw Road Bridge, Pontypridd is threatened
with demolition. At time of construction It
was the longest span reinforced concrete
arch in Britain - a very early example of
Mouchel(1909). Cadw have requested
a report and RCTCBC have appointed
consultants. The reinforced concrete
viaduct(1935) over the river Ely at Leckwith is
also under threat.
On a positive note I gave my first ICE Wales
Cymru webinar, ‘From New York to London
via Abermawr’, - linked to a 2016 plaque
at Abermawr commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the Atlantic telegraph cable
with an audience of 200. My next webinar
held on 9 December linked to the plaque.
‘Union: a Welsh link’ covering the history of
the Pontypridd chainworks of Brown Lenox
and the Union Chainbridge, a still standing
bridge two hundred years old this year
Stephen K. Jones

We began 2020 hosting evening lectures
in the Cardiff School of Engineering. - ‘The
potential of natural and waste minerals
for CO2 removal from the atmosphere’
and ‘Claridge’s Mayfair Hotel basement;
an innovative approach to design and
construction’, showcasing ground engineering
topics that practitioners are involved with.
Attendance from outside the industry
highlighted inclusivity of virtual events.
Due to restrictions and unable to host
“live” events, we were able to stage
lectures virtually on topics including ground
engineering in the Antarctic, land reclamation
in the Port of Singapore and UK schemes, all
with 120+ attendees.
Our 2021 virtual webinar calendar continues
until in-person talks can resume and
engagement from members has been greatly
appreciated while we continue to focus on
a Wales and worldwide range of ground
engineering topics. We extend a welcome to
anyone wishing to join the GEG committee
Claire Bennett

Fairness, Inclusion and
Respect Group (FIR)
Another successful year has given our
members a forum to promote topics via
online webinars with universal access.
Topics included were home working, flexible
working, mental health and inclusivity. This
year the impact of Covid 19 has highlighted
the importance of staying connected whilst
working from home.
A recent webinar “Inclusive Design: How to
navigate the journey to maximise well-being
for all “was hosted by our member Helen
Kane (Access Included). Helen talked about
feelings of isolation and disconnection. she
illustrated topical ideas to promote wellbeing
and equality for all. Another webinar
presented by Kripa Dwarakanath (Jacobs)
talked about Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
(EDI) in infrastructure projects which was
hosted by the ICE Wales Cymru G&S Group.

The annual “This is civil engineering “
photographic exhibition is still available to view
at www.ice.org.uk/about-ice/near-you/uk/
wales/awards#walesphotocomp.
Anne Denning

We thank all our speakers and members who
have helped make a difference - influencing
and promoting fairness, inclusion, and
respect within the industry. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my first year as chair, and still facing
uncertainty, I am looking forward to working
with others to plan more events in 2021.
Aneesah Irshad

Transport and Engineering
Group (TEG)
Due to Covid 19 restrictions this year TEG
like other sub-groups has seen its activities
dramatically curtailed. However the group
is looking to increase its membership and
become more pro-active as and when
restrictions are lifted. If you are interested in
joining the Transport and Engineering Group
please contact Rhian Watts of Transport for
Wales email: rhian.watts@tfw.wales who
would be pleased to hear from you.
Rhian Watts
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G & S Group South Wales

G & S Group North Wales

The Graduate and Student committee worked
very hard to organise various events for 2020.
The nature and timing of these events were
carefully considered by the committee to bring
the best to the students and graduates in our
region. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions
caused by the global pandemic, we had to
cancel many of these events.

It was a great honour to be voted in as Chair
of the North Wales Graduate and Students
Committee this year. My role, and that of the
Committee, has been made far more difficult
due to Covid 19 but we, and the ICE as a
whole, have done well to adapt to the changes
everyone in society has been asked to make.

Much like the rest of the world, the G&S
committee has managed to find innovative ways
of hosting most of the events we had planned
for the new academic year which is currently
being reviewed.
The strong link that was created between the
university and the committee seemed to be
at risk at the beginning of the pandemic but
there has been an increase in the number of
student members currently in the committee
which should be celebrated. The committee is
very much looking forward to bringing back
some of the well received events such as the CV
surgery and Grab-a-Grad event, as well some
new sessions suggested by the students and
graduates to further develop their skills.
Tara Sirati

Two of our aims as a Committee this year is to
engage with our members more regularly and
have a greater online presence. This has resulted
in the Committee setting up our North Wales
Graduate & Students LinkedIn page (found
here). Our connections within LinkedIn have
been growing steadily with our posts providing
information on a wide range of informative
topics, such as upcoming events, webinars and
even a post on each Committee member.
The Committee has plans for many events going
forward with the aim of hosting our first (virtual)
event for many years at the start of 2021. If you
are a graduate or student in North Wales, or
know someone who is, and want to be kept
abreast of future events amongst other things,
please give the LinkedIn page a follow.
Stay safe,
Tom Dove

West Wales and
Swansea City Group
Born in “Lockdown”
The West Wales and Swansea City Club inaugural
meeting took place on Friday 3 July 2020, after
consultation with North Wales colleagues and
dovetailing into the ICE Cymru Business Plan and
Constitution. We asked members to volunteer
for committee roles and we were fortunately
oversubscribed with enough people to champion
the pulling together of events. Key focus points
are supporting the Graduates and Students
subcommittee and supporting members who are
largely alone when in pursuit of ICE qualifications.
We have started well with four confirmed
webinars taking us through to early in the new
year and are working on a dynamic topical net
zero panel discussion. Due to social distancing
we are not using funds and as yet there is no
sponsorship requirement of social events and site
visits.
We wish to attract and increase the number of
qualified members, arranging quality events to
improve engagement, we would like to hear from
you and adjust our group focus accordingly, so
please email us with suggestions and ideas. West
Wales and Swansea City Club Chair,
Neil Reynolds

Chair North Wales Branch
Committee ICE Cymru Wales
Report
We have 21 active members Committee Wales
and we welcome two new members Ian Hayes
and Tom Dove G&S Group Chair. The Branch
coveris all disciplines and has a healthy event
schedule through 2021 including topics such as
Nuclear Energy, Rail Transport across Wales and
Saving the Planet. Issues such as Climate Change
and the achievement of net Zero Carbon by
2050 will continue to dominate our future
objectives.
Social distancing continues with loss of face
to face events, but 2020 has enabled us to be
more inclusive, attending webinars from other
regions and wider attendance at our events e.g
“Fairbourne” last September
Keith Jones, and his support team successfully
managed the transition to digital format
including delivery of our AGM with an address
by Nick Baveystock ICE Director General,
Paul Sheffield’s Presidential ‘Virtual Visit’ to
North Wales, Construction Innovation led by
Kerry Evans, Renewable Energy and Future
of Transport in Wales led by John Mather
and Louise Hetherington’s future Leaders
presentation.
Mike Gilbert

Municipal Engineers Group (MEG) G & S Group West Wales
The year 2020 has been a universally difficult
and different year seeing the cancellation of
all MEG public events including our popular
October Brunel Luncheon – held annually for the
last 26 years.
Since May, meetings were held virtually causing
technical and social issues for members,
however, we became technology experts
successfully holding our first open webinar in
August. Presented by Giles Perkins, Head of
Future Mobility with WSP, he focused on how
technology, services, emerging technology and
solutions resolves the needs of our urban and
rural communities at various life-stages. Giles
discussed WSPs human-centric approach using
design centred thinking to develop sustainable
outcomes.
In September, three members judged eight
papers for the best written exercise in a
member’s professional review to award the
annual Paterson prize. Standards were excellent
and selection was extremely difficult.
Ken Evans remains as chair with Stuart Burgess
as Hon Secretary and we thank all members
for their support this year. We would welcome
any new person(s) wishing to Join us in a more
hopeful 2021.
Ken Evans

The ICE G&S group in West Wales and Swansea
had a fantastic start to the year considering
effects of social distancing. The group holds
regular meetings digitally to allow members to
stay connected and to discuss event proposals
and ideas. The group has grown from 2019 and
holding a strong committee with engaging and
proactive members. Having said this, the door is
always open for new members to join!
As a G&S committee we usually hold an
annual networking event which gives students
/ graduates / apprentices and technicians
opportunities to network with representatives
from industry. Due to the Covid19 restrictions
the committee held its first ever virtual
networking event ‘Meet the Employers’.
Representatives attended from 6 different
companies showcasing their work from both the
contracting and consulting side. This resulted in
an engaging and insightful evening for all who
attended. Following the success of this event
the committee is planning a second networking
event within the new year along with a variety of
other events and lecture series.
Beth Jenkins
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Incoming Chair’s Report - Ken Evans
My overarching theme this year is Making
Connections with the Welsh Infrastructure. I
believe that 2021 is going to be a very important
year in terms of kickstarting the Welsh Economy,
industry recovery and ongoing member support
resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic.
I am very passionate about the improvement of
the condition of the local Welsh road network,
climate change effects and the impact linked
with flooding to the local communities as well as
broadband and digital infrastructure in Wales. It is
my aim to lend support to these issues wherever
I can.

I am delighted to be representing the
membership of ICE Wales Cymru as your Chair
as from early 2021.I take over the post from
Yvonne Murphy who has done a great Job in
difficult circumstances throughout 2020. With the
Covid-19 vaccine now being rolled out we must
all look forward to a positive year ahead.

Being an ICE Mentor, I also want to encourage
young people and people who have had a
forced career change recently due to Covid-19
to consider Civil Engineering as an employment
option at every entry level into the industry.
I am very pleased to announce that Jess Dunn will
be my apprentice for the year and she also shares
my vision to support the industry recovery in the
coming year. I am looking forward to working
with Jess in delivering my theme.
Ken Evans

As a qualified Mental Health first-aider, I also
want to raise the profile of mental health in the
industry. Many ICE members are working alone
at home, dealing with family issues and are under
pressure to deliver schemes with little resource or
support available. I will be exploring the possibility
of introducing an ICE Wales Cymru Campaign to
help support our members who either have lost
their jobs or who are facing uncertainty about
their futures in the coming year.

Forthcoming Events 2021
Event

Keynote Speaker

Date

Global Water Security

Prof Roger Falconer

06/01/2021

Venue
5.00

Webinar

Milford Haven Energy Kingdom

Steve Keating, Tim James

13/01/21 tbc

tbc

Webinar

Hull & Humber River Defences

Alan Willoner & Jian Chan

18/01/2021

6.00

Webinar

Towards net Zero

Sophie Howe

20/01/21 tbc

9.00

Webinar

Routes to Fellowship

Keith Jones, Emma Antrobus
& guest

20/01/2021

1.00

Webinar

Aspiring Engineers

Carl Edwards,Tudur Ellis,
Prithula Roy Choudhury

21/01/2021

6.00

Webinar

Socially Productive Places

Robert Chapman

25/01/2021

1.00

Webinar

BS EN 16907 Europe's 1st
Earthworks Seminar

John Perry, Peter Gilbert, Alan
Phear

17/02/2021

1.00

Webinar

18/03/2021

6.00

Webinar

Roads A494 River Dee Bridge tbc
Saving the planet tbc

Dr Adam Read

15/04/2021

6.00

Webinar

Water Management

Dr Jean Venables

20/05/2021

6.00

Webinar
Principality Stadium

Presidents Visit and Awards

11/06/2021

tbc

AGM and Site Visit

17/06/2021

tbc

Pitch 200 Wales Heats

01/07/2021

tbc
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